
 

 

APPENDIX: XML SPECIFICATION 

 

This table shows the XML specification used in our prototype system for each alt text style, and sample alt text for this “Wild 

West” image. [image copyright Meredith Morris, 2010] 

 

Alt Text Style XML Specification Sample Alt Text 

standard <img src= imageFilename alt=string> <img src=“wildwest.jpg” alt=“black and white photo 

of a man, woman, and baby wearing Wild West 

costumes”> 

progressive 

detail 

<img src= imageFilename detailLevel=int alt=string> <img src=“wildwest.jpg” level=“1” alt=“black and 

white photo of a man, woman, and baby wearing Wild 

West costumes”> 

<img src=“wildwest.jpg” level=“2” alt=“The woman 

is wearing a long dress and floral hat, the man is 

wearing a cowboy hat, vest, and neck bandanna, and 

the baby is wearing a cowboy hat.”> 

<img src=“wildwest.jpg” level=“3” alt=“They are 

standing inside a wooden building that appears to be 

an old-fashioned saloon.”> 

multimedia <img src=imageFilename alt=string 

altAudio=soundFilename> 

<img src=“wildwest.jpg” alt=“ black and white photo 

of a man, woman, and baby wearing Wild West 

costumes” altAudio=“saloon_sound_effects.mp3”> 

spatial*  

*include 

optional “link” 

attributes to 

transform to 

hyperlink style 

<img src=imageFilename alt1=string1 

x1TopLeft=percentFromLeft y1TopLeft=percentFromTop 

x1BottomRight=percentFromLeft 

y1BottomRight=percentFromTop link1=bool 

link1Entity=string… altN=stringN 

xNTopLeft=percentFromLeft yNTopLeft=percentFromTop 

xNBottomRight=percentFromLeft 

yNBottomRight=percentFromTop linkN=bool 

linkNEntity=string> 

<img src=“wildwest.jpg” alt1=“woman wearing an 

old-fashioned floral hat and dress” x1TopLeft=“15” 

y1TopLeft=“45” x1BottomRight=“35” 

y1BottomRight=“100”  alt2=“baby wearing a cowboy 

hat” x2TopLeft=“35” y2TopLeft=“50” 

x2BottomRight=“55” y2BottomRight=“100” 

alt3=“man wearing a cowboy hat, vest, and 

bandanna” x3TopLeft=“45” y3TopLeft=“0” 

x3BottomRight=“70” y3BottomRight=“100”> 

question & 

answer 

<img src=imageFilename alt=string q1=question1 

a1=answer1 … qN=questionN aN=answerN> 

<img src=“wildwest.jpg” alt=“black and white photo 

of a man, woman, and baby wearing Wild West 

costumes” q1=“where are they?” a1=“in a wooden 

building that might be a saloon” q2=“is the baby a 

boy or a girl?”> 

categories <img src=imageFilename alt=string imgType=string 

numPeople=int emotion=string action=string humor=bool 

setting=string> 

<img src=“wildwest.jpg” alt=“black and white photo 

of a man, woman, and baby wearing Wild West 

costumes” imgType=“black-and-white portrait” 

numPeople=“3” emotion=“nostalgic” action=“posing, 

smiling” humor=“false” setting=“inside a wooden 

building”> 

 


